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REMARKS BY HON HARRIETTE CHIGGAI DURING THE LAUNCH OF 

TRANZOIA’s GENDER POLICY on 8th March 2024 

 

Good Morning Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

I would have loved to be with you in person but this being the International 

Women’s Day a lot of activities are happening across the country to 

spotlight the theme of this year in Kenya being Invest in women: 

Accelerate Progress 

1. One of the key issues that my office is focused on is to coordinate 

matters women’s rights across different government sectors but also 

align the same at county level. Let me commit today to visit you soon 

as I engage with women across this great nation. 

2. It is wonderful to see women across Kenya, get together, pull 

resources together, invest in each other as they build themselves, their 

families and the nation at large. I salute you women of Transnzoia 

3. Our national policy on gender embodies the need for each member of 

society to participate fully in development , therefore it is great to see 

county governments developing gender policies that speak to each 

individual county’s context. Gender mainstreaming and 



empowerment of women just means that it is the right of women, men, 

girls and boys to benefit equally from the development process. 

4. The context that cuts across all of us is the need to be inclusive in our 

policies and ensure that no one is left behind. The women and girls of 

Transnzoia face unique challenges but also when incorporated in the 

development agenda, will bring unique answers to the betterment of 

the county. 

5. We must be determined to lead our march into a future where women 

and girls form the statistics of all the measures we take to solve our 

challenges as a nation. 

6. I am here to remind us that gender data can help to advance and 

accelerate gender equality. As the champion of gender data in the 

government, I challenge the county leadership to go beyond the policy 

and collect and use gender data to inform budgetary allocations. This 

will help us make informed solutions whose pillars have a gender lens 

at heart.  

7. Issues to do with teenage pregnancy, violence against women still 

remain as big challenges in our counties. I know your governor – His 

Excellency Francis Natembeya is a champion of child protection. I 

therefore urge all of us here to rall behind him as we ensure all 

violations are reported. There is nothing as disheartening as a child 

carrying a pregnancy and the society watches and says ‘ huyu 

ameshakua mtu mkubwa” . There is nothing more heartbreaking 

than seeing this girl who carried a huge potential being denied the 

opportunity to be a child.   

8. We cannot claim to accelerate progress for women if our girls are 

being violated and getting pregnant. There is a Swahili saying that 

states : usipoziba ufa, utajenga ukuta. Let's find where the crack is 



in matters of women's rights in the county and let's do our best not to 

get to the point where we have to start all over again when we had the 

opportunity to stem out some of the challenges that face the girl child. 

9. As this gender policy is launched, let us endeavour to continually 

invest in data and conduct gender audits at all levels to establish a 

baseline context of where we are against where we want to be in the 

future. Ensuring data is collected at the intra-household level is 

crucial for capturing gender differences.  

 

10. I am looking forward to working with county governments to 

support you in accelerating progress for women and girls. In 

government we say budgets follow policy. May this policy kick start 

investments in women and girls and help this county be truly gender 

equitable.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

11. Gender equality makes shillings and cents. To quote Graca 

Machel on the far reaching benefits of  gender equality, I will say- ‘ 

Gender equality is the goal that will help abolish  poverty that will 

create more equal economies, fairer societies and happier men , 

women and children.’’ 

12. Let’s take this opportunity that the International Women’s Day 

gives us to engage and remind each other that women and girls have 

the solutions. Therefore the investments and measures being  

put in place for development,  need to bring them on board.  

 

13. I call on county governments to invest in women . There are 

many ways to do so. Ensure that the AGPO threshold is reached, all 



children go to and stay in school; perpetrators of child abuse and child 

marriage are brought to book; women and girls are safe in all spaces 

and they participate in development from Nyumba kumi to all levels 

of leadership. Then and only then can we consider to have achieved 

gender equality. I salute all the women and girls here today who  are 

holding fort in their own small but effective ways.  

 

Happy International Women’s Day 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Hon. Harriette Chiggai 

President’s Advisor on Women’s Rights 


